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National University of Tainan Regulations Regarding International
Students Undertaking Studies

Passed by the 2" Academic Affairs Meeting of Semester 1 of Academic Year 2004, dated January 13, 2005

Filed for reference by the Ministry of Education in Letter Tai-Wen-Zi No. 9400421000 dated March 31, 2005
Amended and passed by the 2" Academic Affairs Meeting of Semester 2 of Academic Year 2006, dated April 25, 2007
Approved by the Ministry of Education in Letter Tai-Wen-Zi No. 0960094436 dated June 22, 2007

Amended and passed by the 1% Academic Affairs Meeting of Semester 2 of Academic Year 2008, dated April 9, 2008
Filed for reference by the Ministry of Education in Letter Tai-Wen-Zi No. 0970223766 dated November 7, 2008
Amended and passed by the 1% Academic Affairs Meeting of Semester 2 of Academic Year 2010, dated April 13, 2011
Approved by the Ministry of Education in Letter Tai-Wen-(2)-Zi No. 1000104891 dated June 23, 2011

Amended and passed by the Academic Affairs Meeting of Semester 1 of Academic Year 2012, dated October 31, 2012
Approved by the Ministry of Education in Letter Tai-Wen-(2)-Zi No. 1010241290 dated December 17, 2012
Amended and passed by the Academic Affairs Meeting of Semester 2 of Academic Year 2018, dated May 8, 2019
Approved by the Ministry of Education in Letter Tai-Wen-(5)-Zi No. 1080083407 dated June 11, 2019

Amended and passed by the Academic Affairs Meeting of Semester 2 of Academic Year 2022, dated April 12, 2023
Amended and passed by the 13" Admissions Committee Meeting dated May 30, 2023

Approved by the Ministry of Education in Letter Tai-Wen-(5)-Zi No. 1120056656 dated June 9, 2023

Amended and passed by the 4" Admissions Committee Meeting dated December 9, 2025

Approved by the Ministry of Education in Letter Tai-Wen-(5)-Zi No. 1140135297 dated December 26, 2025

National University of Tainan (hereinafter referred to as “NUTN”) has established the
Regulations in accordance with the “Regulations Regarding International Students Undertaking
Studies in Taiwan” of the Ministry of Education (MOE) to handle the application for admission
of international students.

A person of foreign nationality who has never held Republic of China (“R.0O.C.”) nationality
and who meets the following requirements is allowed to apply for admission to NUTN in
accordance with these Regulations:

(1) The person has never undertaken studies in Taiwan as an overseas compatriot student.

(2) The person has not been given a placement in the current academic year by the University
Entrance Committee for Overseas Compatriot Students in accordance with the Regulations
Regarding Study and Counseling Assistance for Overseas Compatriot Students in Taiwan.

A person of foreign nationality who meets the following requirements and who in the

immediate past has resided overseas continuously for at least six years is also allowed to apply

for admission to NUTN in accordance with these Regulations.

(1) A person who, at the time of their application, also holds dual R.O.C. nationality shall have
never had household registration in Taiwan.

(2) A person who, before the time of their application, also held dual R.O.C. nationality but no
longer does at the time of their application shall have renounced their R.O.C. nationality
with the approval of the Ministry of the Interior (MOI) on a date at least eight full years
before making their application.

(3) A person referred to in either of the preceding two subparagraphs shall also meet the
criteria set out in the provisions of subparagraphs 1 and 2 of the preceding paragraph.

A foreign national who has been selected by a foreign government, organization, or educational

institution to study in Taiwan in accordance with an education cooperation agreement, and who

has never had household registration in Taiwan, may be given exemption from the restrictions
set out in the two preceding paragraphs if the competent authority gives approval.

The periods of six years and eight years referred to in paragraph 2 shall be calculated using the

starting date of the semester (February 1 or August 1) as the end date of the period.

The term “overseas” in paragraph 2 refers to countries or regions other than the Mainland Area,

Hong Kong, and Macau. The term “reside overseas continuously” means that an international

student has stayed in Taiwan for no more than a total of 120 days in each calendar year. When

calculating the number of consecutive years spent overseas, if the initial or final year of the



period is not a complete calendar year, any time spent in Taiwan in the initial or final year must

not exceed 120 days. However, the time that a person has spent in Taiwan is not subject to this

restriction, and it is not counted when calculating how long they were in Taiwan in a particular
year if the person has documentary proof that they:

(1) attended an overseas youth training course organized by the Overseas Compatriot Affairs
Council (OCAC) or a technical professional training program accredited by MOE;

(2) spent a total period of less than two years undertaking Mandarin language classes at a
Mandarin language center at a university or tertiary college that has Ministry of Education
approval to recruit students overseas;

(3) spent a total period of less than two years in Taiwan as an exchange student; or

(4) spent a total period of less than two years undertaking an internship that they came to
Taiwan to undertake with the approval of the designated central competent authority.

A person who held both a foreign nationality and R.O.C. nationality, and who applied to annul
their R.O.C. nationality before the February 1, 2011 amendment to these Regulations took
effect, may apply for admission as an international student under the provisions in force before
the amendment and is not subject to the restrictions set out in paragraph 2.

In these Regulations, a person to whom any of the circumstances set out in Article 2 of the
Nationality Act apply is deemed to have Republic of China (“R.0.C.”) nationality.

An applicant of foreign nationality, who is eligible for permanent residence in Hong Kong or
Macao, who has never had household registration in Taiwan, and who at the time of their
application has resided in Hong Kong, Macao, or elsewhere overseas continuously for at least
six years, may apply for admission in accordance with these Regulations.

The term “resided [...] continuously” in the preceding paragraph means that a person did not
spend more than a total of 120 days in Taiwan in each calendar year. However, this restriction
does not apply if a person can present documentary proof that any of the circumstances listed in
paragraph 5, subparagraphs 1 to 4 of the previous article apply. The time that they spent in
Taiwan in the ways listed is not counted when calculating the period of continuous residence
referred to in the previous paragraph.

A person who was formerly from the Mainland Area and who has a foreign nationality and has
never had household registration in Taiwan, and who at the time of their application has resided
overseas continuously for at least six years, may apply for admission to an educational
institution, in accordance with these Regulations.

The term “resided [...] continuously” in the preceding paragraph means that a person did not
spend more than a total of 120 days in Taiwan in each calendar year. However, this restriction
does not apply if a person can present documentary proof that any of the circumstances listed in
Paragraph 5, Subparagraphs 1 to 4 of the previous article apply. The time spent in Taiwan in the
ways listed is not counted when calculating the period of continuous overseas residence
referred to in the preceding paragraph.

The periods of six years referred to in paragraphs 1 and 3 shall be calculated using the starting
date of the semester (February 1 or August 1) as the end date of the period.

The definition of “overseas” given in paragraph 5 of the previous article also applies, mutatis
mutandis, to paragraphs 1 to 4.

When recruiting international students to study in Taiwan, after MOE approves the regulations
regarding student admissions, NUTN shall prepare a prospectus that gives details regarding the
method(s) of recruitment, eligibility for admissions and the review procedure, teaching
language(s) used by departments (programs), criteria for language proficiency of students,
duration of study, admission quotas, application requirements, statement and criteria for
financial sources, criteria for collection and refund of tuition and fees, information regarding
scholarships and grants, report procedure, and other related regulations.



When handling the recruitment of international students, NUTN does not commission any non-
NUTN institutions, entities, groups, or individuals to handle related matters, except publicity,
promotion, and assistance for international students in completing related procedures necessary
for studying in Taiwan. NUTN shall also verify whether any commissioned party has collected
any unreasonable fees from international students, established any loan relationship with any
international student, or whether any other violation of related ordinances has occurred, and
when necessary, it may check details with international students who are applying for
admission.

The channels for student recruitment of NUTN include participation in the Taiwan Higher
Education Fair, communication with teachers and students in different countries and regions,
creating promotional videos for student recruitment, and social media marketing. When
handling matters related to the recruitment of international students independently or through
non-NUTN institutions, entities, groups, or individuals, NUTN does not provide any
information that is inconsistent with the admission regulations, prospectus, or any related
regulations.

International students applying for admission to the undergraduate and postgraduate programs
of NUTN shall submit the following documents to the Office of International Affairs from
January 1 to April 10 (first batch) and September 1 to October 31 (second batch) every year.
Applications filed after the above dates will not be accepted, regardless of the reason. NUTN
will issue an admission notice to qualified applicants.

(1) Application for admission

(2) Academic records
a. Academic credentials from the Mainland Area shall be handled in accordance with the

Regulations Regarding the Assessment and Recognition of Academic Credentials for

the Mainland Area.

b. Academic records from Hong Kong or Macao shall be handled in accordance with the
Regulations Governing the Examination and Recognition of Educational Qualifications
from Hong Kong and Macao.

C. Academic records from other regions
(a) Academic records issued by overseas Taiwan schools or Taiwan businessmen’s

schools in the Mainland Area shall be regarded as equivalent to academic records
issued by an educational institution of the same level in Taiwan.

(b) Academic records from overseas other than those referred to in the preceding two
items shall be handled in accordance with the Regulations Regarding the
Assessment and Recognition of Foreign Academic Records by Institutions of
Higher Education. However, academic records issued by a campus or branch that a
foreign educational institution has established in the Mainland Area by a foreign
educational institution shall be notarized by a notary public there and authenticated
by an agency established or designated by the Executive Yuan, or by a private
organization commissioned by the Executive Yuan.

(3) Letters of recommendation (including one letter of recommendation that can describe the
Chinese or English proficiency of the applicant).

(4) One English or Chinese research proposal.

(5) Proof that the applicant has sufficient funds (at least TWD 150,000 or USD 5,000) to cover
living expenses while studying in Taiwan, or proof that the applicant has been awarded a
full scholarship or grant from a government, university, college, or private organization.

(6) All courses at NUTN are conducted in Mandarin, except courses offered by the Department
of English or some courses conducted in English. Those applying for admission to
programs with courses not offered in English shall submit a certificate of Chinese
proficiency, i.e., TOCFL A2 or higher levels. Those applying for admission to programs
with courses offered in English shall submit a certificate of English proficiency, i.e., CEFR



B1 or higher levels. For departments that require a higher level of language proficiency, the
department’s requirements shall apply.
(7) Other documents required by respective departments (programs).

When there are doubts about the foreign documents specified in subparagraphs 2, 5, and 7 of the
preceding paragraphs not authenticated by an overseas mission, or by an agency established or
designated by the Executive Yuan, or by a private organization commissioned by the Executive
Yuan, NUTN may request authentication by an overseas agency. When documents that have
been authenticated raise any doubt, NUTN may request assistance to investigate the matter.

The admission notice referred to in paragraph 1 shall set out in detail in both Chinese and
English the name of the international student, the name of the department (program) of study,
the degree level, the language of instruction, the academic year of enrollment, the date the
semester begins, the tuition and miscellaneous fee collection and refund criteria, any scholarship
or grant awarded to the student, and any other pertinent information that international students
must be notified of, and verify that international students studying in Taiwan understand their
associated rights and obligations. A university or tertiary college institution may provide
versions of these details in other mother languages of its international students.

When an international student applies for admission to a master’s program or a higher degree
program after completing a bachelor’s degree or a higher degree in Taiwan, the student may
submit copies of their graduation certificate and year-by-year transcripts issued by the university
or tertiary college in Taiwan and apply in accordance with this Article, without having to submit
the overseas academic records referred to in the provisions of paragraph 1, subparagraph 2.

If an international student meets the requirements set out in Article 2, paragraph 1, and has
completed an associate degree program or a program at a lower level in Taiwan, the student may
submit copies of their graduation certificate and year-by-year transcripts and apply for
admission to a bachelor’s degree program in accordance with this article, without having to
submit the overseas academic records referred to in the provisions of this paragraph 1,
subparagraph 2.

At the time of registration, new international students shall submit proof of medical and injury
insurance valid for at least six months from the date of entry to Taiwan. Current students shall
present documentary proof of coverage by the National Health Insurance of Taiwan.

Proof of insurance referred to in the preceding paragraph issued in a foreign country shall be
authenticated by an overseas mission.

In principle, the actual number of places available for international students is limited to an
additional ten percent above the admission quota that was approved by MOE for the previous
academic year, and that number shall be incorporated into the total admission quota for that
academic year and reported to MOE for approval. When recruiting international students in
excess of ten percent, NUTN shall also submit an increment plan (including an associated
quality control strategy and supportive measures) to MOE for approval. Degree programs
offered in collaboration with foreign universities that have been approved on a case-by-case
basis by MOE are not subject to this restriction.

NUTN may increase the number of places available to international students by the number of
places that were available to local students within the admission quota approved for the
previous academic year. NUTN shall first report such an increase to MOE for approval.

The admission quotas referred to in paragraph 1 do not include international students who are
not officially registered as current students.

Departments (programs) accepting international students shall set the methods for evaluating or
selecting international students and admission criteria and report them to the school for
reference.

The Office of International Affairs shall handle the application for admission of international



10.

11.

students and conduct a preliminary review to check if all application documents are ready. Then
the Office of International Affairs will send the documents of qualified applicants to respective
departments (programs) before April 21 (first batch) and November 11 (second batch) of each
year. Departments (programs) shall determine the list of accepted applicants in accordance with
their admission criteria and the specified admission quotas and deliver the list to the Office of
Academic Affairs for consolidation. After the President’s approval, the Office of Academic
Affairs shall issue admission notices to all accepted international students.

To encourage international students to study in Taiwan, NUTN allocates funds to establish
scholarships for international students.

International students admitted to NUTN in accordance with these Regulations may apply for
such scholarships in accordance with the “National University of Tainan Guidelines for
Scholarships for International Students”.

After the enrollment of international students, NUTN shall promptly register details of the
following into the international student data management information system designated by
MOE: acceptance, enrollment, transfer, suspension, dropout, change or loss of student status, or
departure from Taiwan of international students.

When applying for studying in Taiwan in accordance with Articles 2 and 3, international
students can apply only once. If a student wishes to continue studying in Taiwan, the
application shall be handled in the same manner as the admission procedures for domestic
students.

When applying for continuing study in Taiwan after applying for studying in Taiwan or re-

applying for studying in Taiwan in accordance with the preceding paragraph, the limitation in

the preceding paragraph shall not apply to international students under any one of the following
circumstances:

(1) When international students apply for admission to a master’s program or higher-level
program after completing the program they originally enrolled in, NUTN may handle the
application in accordance with these Regulations.

(2) When applying for admission to a program below the bachelor’s degree in Taiwan and
dropping out or losing the student status for some reason in less than one year after staying
in Taiwan, international students may reapply to study in Taiwan for one time only.

(3) International students meeting the requirements set out in Article 2, paragraph 1, can apply
for admission to a bachelor’s program for one time only.

When international students are rejected or disqualified by the school for unsatisfactory

conduct, academic performance, or breaking the law or school rules in a serious manner, they

are not allowed to apply for admission again in accordance with the preceding two paragraphs.

International students who complete registration within the first third of the first semester are
eligible to enroll in that semester. Those who complete registration after the first third of the
first semester shall be enrolled in the second semester or the following academic year, unless
otherwise provided by the competent authorities.

Without affecting normal instruction, NUTN may sign an academic collaboration agreement
with a foreign educational institution and recruit international exchange students. These
Regulations may also apply, mutatis mutandis, for NUTN to accept suitable international
students as non-degree students.

The registration and course selection formalities for non-degree students shall be the same as
those for ordinary students. NUTN may issue a certificate of credits when non-degree students
pass the examination of the courses they select.

Non-degree students who wish to become degree students after completing their studies may
reapply in accordance with Article 4.
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After becoming ordinary students, non-degree students may apply for credit transfer for the
courses they have completed and passed in accordance with the credit transfer regulations of
NUTN.

The Office of International Affairs shall take charge of the application, announcement,
acceptance and handling, preliminary review, coordination, production of publicity materials,
and planning student recruitment activities overseas for international student recruitment.

The Office of Academic Affairs shall take charge of the production of the prospectus, approval
of the list of accepted applicants reviewed by departments (programs), issuance of admission
notices, registration, and application for scholarships.

The Office of Student Affairs and its departments shall assist with providing guidance and
counseling on daily life and academic studies, coordinate services, and assist in arranging
insurance for international students. They shall also organize related guidance and counseling
activities from time to time every academic year.

When international students submit forged, fabricated, or altered certificates or documents in
their application for admission, their acceptance shall be revoked. When forged, fabricated, or
altered certificates or documents are discovered after registration, the student’s status shall be
cancelled, and no certificate of study will be issued to them. If any forged, fabricated, or altered
certificates or documents are discovered after a student’s graduation, NUTN shall revoke the
individual’s academic qualifications and graduation certificate.

International students who, after graduation, have been approved by the MOE through the
university's referral for an internship in the ROC, may extend their international student status
for up to one year after graduation.

When international students are allowed to undertake initial household registration, resident

registration, naturalization, or restoration of R.O.C. nationality during their study in Taiwan,

they will lose their international student status and shall be dismissed by the school, except
under any one of the following circumstances:

(1) International students are admitted in the same manner as domestic students.

(2) International students apply for naturalization to acquire R.O.C. nationality in accordance
with Article 4, paragraph 1, subparagraphs 1 to 3, the Nationality Act.

(3) International students meet the requirements set out in the provisions of Article 2,
paragraph 1, and apply for naturalization to acquire R.O.C. nationality in accordance with
Articles 3 to 7 of the Nationality Act.

International students studying in Taiwan may transfer to the undergraduate programs of NUTN

in accordance with the regulations for the recruitment of transfer students. However,

international students who have studied at a college or university in Taiwan but have been
rejected due to unsatisfactory conduct or a conviction of a crime are not allowed to transfer to

NUTN.

When international students are proven to have violated the Employment Services Act, NUTN

shall immediately handle the matter in accordance with the regulations.

When international students suspend or drop out of their studies, or change or lose their student

status, NUTN shall notify the Bureau of Consular Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

(MOFA) and the service center of the National Immigration Agency of MOI where the school is

located, and inform MOE in writing.

The tuition and fees payable by international students shall be determined in accordance with

the following regulations:

(1) International students receiving a MOFA Taiwan Scholarship following the
recommendation of an overseas mission and holding permanent residency in Taiwan shall
pay tuition and fees at the same rate as domestic students.

(2) International students admitted to NUTN in accordance with an academic collaboration



15.

16.

17.

18.

agreement shall pay their tuition and fees as specified in the agreement.

(3) NUTN shall set the tuition and fees for international students not covered by the preceding
two subparagraphs. The rate shall not be lower than that of other private schools at the
same level.

The tuition and fees for international students enrolled before the amendment and

implementation of the MOE Regulations Regarding International Students Undertaking Studies

in Taiwan on February 1, 2011, shall remain unchanged.

International students are not allowed to apply for admissions to any recurrent or continuing
education bachelor’s degree programs, in-service master’s degree programs, or any other
programs only taught in the evening or during holidays offered by NUTN; except for
international students with legal residency or enrolling in programs approved on a case-by-case
basis by MOE.

When studying in Taiwan, international students shall abide by the law of the Republic of China
and all rules and regulations of NUTN.

Matters not provided for in these Regulations shall be subject to the MOE Regulations
Regarding International Students Undertaking Studies in Taiwan and the school rules and
related regulations of NUTN.

These Regulations shall be implemented after the passage of the Recruitment Committee and
approval of MOE. The same shall apply to the amendments to these Regulations.
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